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It has been a busy 9 months for the ������������������������� �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Team. The 
project started off with a successful Business Breakfast ‘Creating a Child Friendly 
Community’. Keynote speakers for the breakfast were Gillian Calvert, NSW 
Commissioner for Children and Young People, Associate Professor Geoffrey 
Woolcock, Urban Research Project, Griffith University, and Associate Professor 
Karen Malone, University of Wollongong. 
 

     
 
A lunch with Shellharbour City Council and presentation by Geoffrey Woolcock 
was then followed by a community forum on ‘Creating a Child Friendly 
Shellharbour’. 
 

 
 
We were also able to announce at these functions the successful urban design 
consultant team to our project. The team, from the Urban Research Project, 
Griffith University, Queensland, consists of Associate Professor Geoffrey 
Woolcock and Dr Caryl Bosman, and international play consultant Prue Walsh. 

 

 
 
At the end of April, our ‘Creating a Child Friendly Shellharbour’ Regional 
Workshop was held. Attendees were from local schools and high schools, 
Australand, Shellharbour City Council, Communities for Children Shellharbour 
projects and community agency representatives. A practical hands-on day was 



organised, with people assessing and rating places and spaces for their ‘child 
friendliness’. One outcome of the workshop was the establishment of a ������������������������
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� that will assist with the selection of sites for 
child friendly design and redesign in the Shellharbour area. 
 

 
 
Consultation with the Albion Park and Shellharbour community on what makes a 
place or space ‘child friendly’ occurred as part of the Kidsfest ’08 Children’s 
Festival in May. The ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ team had two great days 
talking with parents, grandparents, carers and children about the places and 
spaces in their community that they enjoy spending time in, together with the 
things that makes those places ‘child friendly’. Lots of feedback was also 
gathered relating to places and spaces in the Shellharbour and Albion Park areas 
that could become more child and family friendly. 
 

 
 
The ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� team has been working very closely with both 
Shellharbour City Council and Australand on ways to continue to make the 
Shellharbour local government area more child and family friendly.  
 
The latest stage of the project has been the selection of one site in the 2527 
Albion Park postcode area to be redesigned using child friendly design principles. 
The ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ��!
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  has been instrumental in this 
selection process, with Albion Park CBD and Community Precinct being the 
nominated site. 
 
A new, greenfield site in the 2529 Shellharbour postcode area has also been 
selected to have new plans and designs developed, using child friendly 
principles. Working in conjunction with Australand, The Knoll at Shell Cove is the 
designated site. 
 
We are now in the process of inviting community members to join the two 
Working Groups that will advise the formation of plans for the design and 
redesign of the sites in Shellharbour and Albion Park. We would welcome any 
enquiries about joining these groups. 
 
 
 



Our work with the NSW Commission for Children and Young People on their draft 
Child Friendly Indicators is still progressing well. Consultations with community 
agencies, schools, Shellharbour City Council, and Australand are continuing, with 
information on the ‘useability’ of these indicators to assess a place or space 
being compiled.  

 

 
 
 
 
For more information on the ��� �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  contact; 
 
Deb Langridge   or  Jill Vickery 
Project Coordinator     Project Officer 
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Healthy Cities Illawarra    Healthy Cities Illawarra 
Ph:  42 265 000     Ph:  42 265 000 
Email: Debra@healthyillawarra.org.au  Email: jillv@healthyillawarra.org.au  


